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" Cannot man know God, Rabbi ? Can he not hear him
see him, scent him ? "

" Even when we deny that the human mind can know what
Gcd is we reassert the fact that God is non-human. Each,
negation of the inadequate conceptions of God's being reaffirms
the fact that He exists."

The Rabbi's body was taut, as if he pulled the words from
a great depth and with supreme effort.

" Existence in the case of God is not an accident; it is
identical with His essence. The more we negate the attributes
the more we affirm the essence, and we are left finally with the
idea of God as absolute existence."

Each word was carved out of his mind like a statue of
marble.

" Rabbi, Father, I cannot conceive the God beyond all
horizons, formless, timeless, without voice or scent. Whenever
I think of God, it is Catapha I see, I hear, I smell/'

" Let this not distress you, my son," he responded gently,
" Follow Catapha. When the cycle is completed, you will
know God."

Maimonides stood up.

" The toes of dawn are already upon the crescent of the
minaret," he said, looking out of the casement. " Come
along> and I shall show you the strange forms life takes."

The physician opened a trap-door, and bade me follow.
We descended many stone steps. I was astounded at his
agility. How like Kalarba, I thought.

My thought must have cast shadows, for the master
answered: " Does a man need immortality, Kot-El-Kokura,
if his body and soul are moulded again and again, and he
reappears upon earth, when the Almighty sees fit, enriched
and strengthened, but unconscious of past lives ? "

Was Kalarba aware of this transformation? Had he
lived before this ? What other body had he inhabited ?